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Abstract 
The purpose of this study was to identify the indigenous students learning motivation and 
sociocultural backgrounds and its relationship into their learning achievements while 
enrolled in the education at English Education Study Program in Teacher Training and 
Education Faculty of Tanjungpura University academic year 2016/2017. Based on case 
study research method, the writer classified the indigenous students from Regular A and 
PPAPK class of 2016/2017 students who are still active at study process from the first 
semester and still consistent in learning until the beginning of the sixth semester in the 
year 2019. Only 7 students from Regular A and PPAPK class who remained in the sample 
of collecting process. Based on this two tools of research the result shows that the 
Indigenous Students are capable to reach high satisfactory of achievements which are 
supported by the internal factor and external factors. Each indigenous student has 
different internal and external factors in order to supports their learning process at 
college. 
  





Motivation is the way people think and 
behave as they do. In the context of academic 
achievement, motivational concerns with the 
way the students cope with their learning 
activities. For example, why some students 
complete the tasks despite enormous difficulty, 
while others give up at the slightest 
provocation, or why some students set such 
unrealistically high goals for themselves that 
failure is bound to occur (Graham, 1996). 
The analysis on the indigenous students 
motivation has been done by some researchers 
for example is from Samuel David Tohrnton in 
Montana State University entitled “An analysis 
of tribal college students background, 
motivations, and attitudes: the relationship to 
classroom retention (Thornton, 2006).” The 
writer has slight difference in collecting data 
and analysis trough motivation, backgrounds, 
and attitude of the indigenous students. Rather 
than focused into the  attitude as Tohrnton did, 
the writer is interested with the indigenous 
learning motivation, based on their Indigenous 
background, and how it affects their learning 
achievements. 
According to Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
Indigenous peoples live on all continents, from 
the Arctic to the Pacific, via Asia, Africa and 
the Americas. There is no singularly 
authoritative definition of indigenous peoples 
under international law and policy, and the 
Indigenous Declaration does not set out any 
definition. In fact, its articles 9 and 33 state that 
indigenous peoples and individuals have the 
right to belong to an indigenous community or 
nation, in accordance with the traditions and 
customs of the community or nation concerned, 
and that they have the right to determine their 
own identity  (OHCHR, 2013).  
The idea of the research attracted the writer 
outstandingly. It began with the observation to 
answer the question of Indigenous student’s 
learning achievement at English education 
study program compared to the other students 
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of academic year 2016, and finally categorized 
the indigenous students majority came from the 
regencies in the upper of the river such as 
Sanggau, Sintang, Bengkayang, Landak, 
Sekadau, Sintang, Melawi and Kapuas Hulu. 
In this research, the writer considers that 
the motivation based on the indigenous students 
sociocultural backgrounds and learning process 
has a deep connection. Motivation is the core 
for human being’s aspirations and 
achievements. Thus, motivation based in the 
indigenous sociocultural is crucial to succeed in 
educational matters especially based on their 
backgrounds, which in this research the 
motivations of indigenous divided into two 
important parts, which are the external and 
internal factors, that forged the indigenous 
students motivation in learning. That is why 
based on previous research information above, 
the writer’s research title is “The Learning 
Motivation and Learning achievement with 
Indigenous Sociocultural Backgrounds (A Case 
Study to the fifth Semester Students of English 
Education Study Program in Tanjungpura 
University, Academic Year 2016/ 2017).  
Research problem in education are the 
educational issues, controversies, or concerns 
that guide the need for conducting a study 
(Creswell, 2012). The writer has formulated 
integrated research questions of the fifth 
semester students in English Education Study 
Program as follow: (1) how well is the learning 
achievement of the fifth semester indigenous 
students of English Education Study Program in 
Tanjungpura University? (2) What is the 
motivation of the fifth semester indigenous 
students of English Education Study Program in 
Tanjungpura University? 
The purposes of research are the objectives 
that specifies the goals that research objective is 
a statement of intent used in qualitative research 
that specifies the goals that the investigator plan 
to achieve in study(Creswell 2012). And the 
Purpose of the research are as follows: (1) To 
identify the fifth semester indigenous students 
learning Achievements of English education 
study program in Tanjungpura University based 
on their learning achievements from the first 
into fifth semesters grade point average. (2) To 
describe the motivation of the fifth semester 
indigenous students of English education study 
program in Tanjungpura University learning 
process. 
This research will focus on students in fifth 
semester learning achievements of the 
Indigenous English Student in English 
education study program of Tanjungpura 
University who are from the regencies which 
are far away from the capital city. With the 
terminologies that scoped the learning 
motivations, learning achievements, and 
indigenous sociocultural bcakgrounds. The 
Coverage of this research is Indigenous 
Students of English Education Study Program 
which study English education study program 
at Teacher Training and Education Faculty, in 
the fifth semester in Tanjungpura University 
academic year 2016/2017. 
As Sardiman (2010), stated that learning 
motivation is the inner driving force of the 
students that lead into learning activities, and to 
ensure the continuity of learning activities, and 
give direction to learning activities, so that the 
objectives desired subject can be achieve 
(Upeu, 2008). 
In this research, the writer divided the 
learning motivation and students sociocultural 
backgrounds into two parts, the first is a brief 
history of sociocultural backgrounds in 
Kalimantan and the second is Learning 
Motivation in sociocultural perspective. 
In this research, the focused of the 
indigenous students sample were focused on the 
indigenous students from the upper river, which 
is the motivation of learning still based on 
parents pride, or the judgments of their society, 
even their customary law, traditional way of life 
were little bit changed over the century, which 
is affects the change in society of indigenous 
included the traditions and legacy especially to 
the indigenous motivation, and the self-
determination for their descendants or known as 
the indigenous students nowadays.    
The result of modern education  also 
significance for indigenous, by the influence of 
the modern education, collaborated with their 
customary law and the traditional legacy from 
their ancestors, inspired their people became 
leader and took the important parts in Indonesia 
independence process, for example Tjilik 
Riwut(First Governor of Central Kalimantan), 
Oevang Oeraay(First governor of west 
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Kalimantan), Cornelis,(8th governor of west 
Kalimantan)  Sukardi Nata (First regent of 
sintang regency), Roeslan Baboe as the first 
dayak person to be Indonesian ambassador 
served in kingdom of Thailand and the 
Republic of Hungary, Reinoult Sylvanus the 2nd 
governor of central Kalimantan, and Alue 
Dohong at the Peatlands Restoration at the 
Ministry of Environment of Indonesia. Also by 
the governoor Tjilik Riwut for example, 
strugled for higher education level in central 
Kalimantan named Palangka Raya University 
and gave a chance for the indegenous education 
to the higher level, so they could make the 
better future for Kalimantan island. 
There is a sense that historical origin 
within a social milieu may act as a 
psychological ‘artifact’ or tool to mediate one’s 
own deliberation and action (Phan, 2012). An 
individual who has experienced poverty and 
who is continuously undergoing financial 
difficulties may, consequently, have a 
conviction and set of ideologies and beliefs 
about the purpose of education. Some 
individuals may, for example, believe that 
societies reserve academic qualifications for a 
selected few. In contrast, for the greater mass of 
the population with limited opportunities, 
education may have non-significant values 
and/or purposes. In a community where there is 
no foreseeable future, individuals may likely to 
view the concept of education with a sense of 
distaste and pessimistic thinking. This negative 
mindset may escalate when there is a lack of 
proper physical infrastructures or resources 
(e.g., availability of computers) in a community 
(Phan, 2012). 
The Indigenous students in English 
Education Study Program of Tanjungpura 
University Academic Year 2016 also face the 
same situation as Phan describe, the absence of 
common facility in their home village or lack of 
opportunities to take education into the higher 
level affects their learning process in the 
college, force them to able in compete with 
others students, and apparently, this significant 
factors may help them to build their internal 
and external factors in learning process at the 
college   
The Indigenous Students have a tendency to 
motivate themselves based on the influence of 
the environment in their hometown, parents, 
and also their communities, of course, produce 
output of indigenous students who are 
motivated to learn, with fundamental influences 
from internal and external factors in their 
learning motivation process. Finally, it can 
conclude that the Learning Motivation in 
Sociocultural perspective are affected by the 
internal factors and the external factors of the 
indigenous students in English Education Study 
Program in academic year 2016/2017. 
In this research, the writer uses the statement 
of the problem strategy to divide the aspects of 
research sequentially. As stated that one of the 
strategy you can use as you write your 
“statement of problem” section is to visualize 
this section as five paragraphs, which each 
paragraph addressing one of the five aspects of 
the section (Creswell, 2012). Take sections in 
order to beginning with the topic, the research 
problem, the justification, the deficiencies, and 
the audience.  
At the beginning, the similar and identical 
questions about the indigenous students formed 
into two big questions, the first is how well the 
indigenous students in learning achievements at 
this college, and the other questions is what is 
actually their motivations? So, from the two 
identical and related questions above it is 
clearly stated that if the writer reveal how the 
learning motivations of the indigenous students 
works, it is also answer the problem in how 
well the indigenous students learning 
achievements, based in their motivations. 
At the justifications of the research problem, 
two big major problem about the indigenous 
student learning motivation and its interference 
to the learning achievements, it is inevitable 
that the motivation, affects by the external and 
internal factors. And in order to deficiencies the 
evidence, the internal factors, and also the 
external factors used by the writer as the major 
aspect in the learning motivations of the 
indigenous students, as the major aspect the 
internal and external blend together in forge the 
Indigenous Students, even at the process, the 
indigenous students internal and external 
dominance could be different from one to the 
another students. 
Indigenous student learning motivation are 
the focus in this research.as a concept this 
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research design will cover the Indigenous 
Learning motivation of the fifth semester of 
indigenous student of English student at 
English Education Study Program in Teacher 
Training and Education Faculty, where in this 
research, the writer is focus to the Indigenous 
Students who are domiciled in certain regencies 
from the upper of the river such as in Sanggau, 
Sintang, Bengkayang, Landak, Sekadau, 
Sintang, Melawi and Kapuas Hulu. 
Finally, the internal and external factors of 
the indigenous students learning motivations 
aspects as explained above is related to one 
another, it can concluded that the external 
factors can be a stand-alone factors, it also 
happen to external factors. The internal factors 
that are consist of sociocultural perspective and 
the present self-motivation and concentration, 
and with the intervention of the External 
Factors that consist of Good Social perspective 
and economics intervention, and the good 
campus environment including 
accommodations that will create positive 
energy of motivation in order to supports the 
Learning Motivation of the indigenous students 
to reach the good Learning Achievements. At 
the end, this internal and external factors 
satisfaction in learning process determined by 
the indigenous students Grade Point Average, it 
is true that the GPA is not the only assessment 
or the valid benchmark in determine how 
success the students is, but the interview 
process in dig more information about the 
indigenous students internal and external 
factors probably can answer how success the 
internal and external factors produce a good 




Methodology is a way to systematically 
solve the research problem. The methodology 
that is used and conduct in this research is 
Case-Study research (Kothari., 2004).  
A Case-Study Research is an inquiry that 
focused on describing, understanding, 
predicting, and controlling the individual (i.e., 
process, animal, person, household, 
organization, group, industry, culture, or 
nationality) (Woodside, 2010). The data 
collection in case study research is extensive) as 
it draws on multiple sources of information 
such as observations, interview, documents, 
physical artifacts, direct observation and 
participant observations or archival records 
(Creswell, 2012).  
In this research, the writer is intending to 
understand the indigenous student motivations 
trough the internal and external factors, in 
addition to the case study approach the writer 
uses the method of qualitative methods study. 
As central to the phenomenological perspective 
and hence qualitative research is understanding 
people from their own frames of reference and 
experiencing reality as they experience it, 
qualitative researchers empathize and identify 
with the people they study in order to 
understand how those people see things 
(Taylor, 2016). 
There are several methods of collecting 
primary data, particularly in surveys and 
descriptive researches. Important ones are: (i) 
observation method, (ii) interview method, (iii) 
through questionnaires, (iv) through schedules, 
and (v) other methods which include (a) 
warranty cards; (b) distributor audits; (c) pantry 
audits; (d) consumer panels; (e) using 
mechanical devices; (f) through projective 
techniques; (g) depth interviews, and (h) 
content analysis (Kothari., 2004). We briefly 
take up each method separately. So, this 
research will use the data gathered from a 
survey trough an interview, types of interview 
are classified as structured, semi-structured and 
unstructured or in-depth interviews. In this 
research, the writer uses Semi-structured 
interview as the most commonly used in 
qualitative research. The interview that semi 
structure scope are based in figure 2.3 about 
The internal factors with the intervention of the 
External Factors that consist of Good Social 
Economics intervention, good accommodations, 
and the good campus environment, and 
observation analysis trough the Grade Point 
Average (GPA) of the Indigenous Student. 
 
Source of Data 
The object of the present study are two tools of 
collecting data, the first is Indigenous Students 
(IS-Personal Info), and the second is the semi-
structure interview (SSI) as the tool of the data 
collecting, in gathering data to answer research 
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problem done by 7 indigenous students sample 
of academic year 2016/2017. 
 
Research Participant 
Research participant, also called the human 
subject, or an experiment, trial, or study 
participant or subject, is a person who 
participates in human subject research by being 
the target of observation by the researcher 
(Coleman, 2005). 
In this research, the research participant are 
the indigenous students of 2016/2017 academic 
year, at Regular A and PPAPK Class. In the 
2016/2017 academic year, there are 
approximately 13 indigenous students in total, 
due to their inconsistency and also because 
many of them had quit from the college. 
Indigenous students are spread in the regular A 
and PPAPK classes, in this research, there are 7 
people with consistent learning process at the 
faculty until this semester that are willing to 
become the research samples. The writer 
discussed with the academic supervisor to take 
first the 2016/2017 Grade Point Average (GPA) 
as the way to take sample of the indigenous 
students. 
The Indigenous Students of the 5th semester of 
the 2016/2017 academic year were taken due to 
they are accessible population and related 
semester students, means they are at the middle 
of their study process. 
 
Technique and Tools of Data Collecting 
In this research, there are two tools of 
collecting data, the first is Indigenous Students 
(IS-Personal Info), and the second is the semi-
structure interview (SSI) as the tool of the data 
collecting, in gathering data to answer research 
problem. 
Indigenous Students (IS-Personal Info) consist 
of 9 items; the questions are related into student 
personalities that help the writer to analyze the 
learning motivation. There are some practical 
steps in conducting and designing the semi 
structure interview: selecting and recruiting the 
respondents, drafting the questions and 
interview guide, techniques for this type of 
interviewing, and analyzing the information 
gathered. In this research the writer categories 
the questions into the interview guideline 
Adams (2015). 
Technique of Data Analysis 
In this case-study research the writer uses 
Indigenous Student (IS-Personal Info) and Semi 
Structure interview. Indigenous Student (IS- 
Personal Info) conducted in order to find out 
about personal information of the indigenous 
students before the writer start the interview. 
However, Semi-structured interview is the 
most common ways practice in interview 
research. It is more flexible and efficient in 
terms gathering information. In this research 
semi structure interview conducted and design 
based on the interview guideline above. The 
interview guideline also helps the writer to find 
and analyze about the indigenous learning 
motivation which is precise to provide reliable, 
comparable qualitative data.  
The semi structure interview in this research  
consisted of 20 questions items, each question 
will represent each variables, Variable aspect, 
and the indicator as explain in Table 2 above, 
the questions of interview is available at 
appendices. 
 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
Result 
As the case study used Indigenous Students 
Personal Info (ISPI) and Semi Structure 
interview at this discussion section, the writer 
provides the data based from data collected 
ISPI questionnaire and interview during the 6th 
semester between April and May of 2019. The 
data were analyzed to in order to answer this 
research questions that is:  How well is the 
learning achievement of the fifth semester 
indigenous students of English Education Study 
Program in Tanjungpura University from the 
upper of the river regencies? And also What is 
the motivation of the fifth semester indigenous 
students of English Education Study Program in 
Tanjungpura University, from the upper of the 
river regencies?. 
Actually the questions number one and two 
were related each other as explained at the 
Indigenous students and learning motivations, 
towards learning achievements, which is 
affected by the external factors, and internal 
factors that constructed the learning motivations 
into learning achievements.  
In this part of discussion, the writer will 
collaborated the result of Indigenous Students 
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Personal Info (ISPI) and the semi structure 
interview (SSI), the sample of each indigenous 
students will be explain clearly based on their 
codes. 
Based on the conclusion result of personal 
info and semi-structure interview above, that 
administered to the indigenous students, it 
concluded that the external and internal factors 
of indigenous students took huge role in 
learning motivation, the average GPA of 7 
samples of the indigenous dayak students were 
3,74, with the qualification as good. 
It also observed some answers based on 
the interview to the each indigenous sample 
based on their internal motivation and external 
motivation which is:  
1. Only few indigenous students that put the 
historical background as one of the reason 
into their learning motivation, for example 
because the indigenous also have rights to 
get higher level in education, and to change 
the stigma in his/her village society. 
2. Some of the indigenous student historical 
background motivation leads into a mindset 
that the college is not only path of success, 
so the indigenous students itself improvised 
to do both, accomplish his study, and also 
continue family business.  
3. Most of them enjoyed the learning 
circumstances at this college 
4. Most of them wanted to be a teacher, and 
some of them wanted to have an additional 
occupation besides teacher 
5. Almost the entire indigenous students 
sample said that the English education 
study programs were special to their 
society, so the society will respect them as 
the fresh graduated English teachers. 
6. In order to manage their learning process at 
this sixth semester, some of the students 
keep pushing their best and the smartest 
way of study, some others get stuck, but 
still can handle it 
7. The entire indigenous students sample also 
said that the economy of their parents will 
impact their study, especially the PPAPK 
class, but they also can manage and 
improvise to it. 
8. The Transportations also take the huge role 
for the indigenous, but some of them did 
not much care about it, because she/he go to 
campus by walk. 
9. the indigenous students at this sample have 
various point of view about place of live, 
because some of them stay with their 
parents, or family member, and also 
dormitory, but the students from the rent 
house felt that the environment was not 
supporting her in learning process, however 
she tried to be adaptable to it. 
10. According to the indigenous students’ 
sample, the conditions of the class 
environment and the other students are 
good to them, most of the others students 
are welcoming them and also studying and 
solving problem together. 
11. Only one student with inferior type of 
learning, and it proves by the grade point 
result she has the lowest score compare to 
the others, but it still above 3.0.  
12. Most the problem were came from the 
campus facilities, the indigenous students  
majority said that the facilities are not good 
enough, even some of the indigenous 
students just focused on their own 
motivation. 
13. Only one students that choose English 
study program as suggestion from his 
parents, meanwhile the other indigenous 
students claimed that was their own choice 
in order to fulfill their dream at the future. 
14. All of the indigenous students have the 
same answers about parents interference in 
their learning process, and the way of 
caring also various, such as about their 
financial sector, or learning achievements 
as discuss the grade points average results. 
15. At the end, as the conclusions of their 
motivations factors, they are also prefer to 
the lecturer with clear vision, discipline,   
and also care about their character building. 
Including the parents occupations, 
especially the traditional one are not the 
obstacles in the learning process, it is 
however, become the one of the greatest 
motivation on the indigenous student 
motivations.  
   After all the writer finally found that the 
Indigenous students itself are capable the 
compete with the other students from the capital 
city, whereas describe above that the students 
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from the upper river sometimes get lack of 
facilities in the learning process, but apparently 
it also become motivation to them to catch up in 
the progress of learning process. 
 
Discussion 
Even at the first observations of the 
indigenous students, the writer found some of 
the indigenous students were not able to hold 
on until the sixth semester, this indigenous 
students sample taught the writer important 
lessons about how to manage learning 
achievements which is the internal motivation 
is the core of the indigenous students, and also 
motivate them in learning, ant the external 
motivations completes their capability in 
learning process through their other friends and 
group discussion, despite some of indigenous 
student in this sample does not play well with 
other students, it appears in the Grade Point 
Average that her own learning achievements is 
the lowest one but still above 3,00. 
 
CONCLUTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
Conclutions 
During the 6th semester between April and 
May of 2019 the time of Interview and personal 
info data were taken, it conclude that the 
indigenous students in this sample score 
qualification were good, all of the samples last 
Grade Point Average are above 3.00, and all of 
this learning achievements are accomplished 
because the combinations of their internal and 
external motivations in learning, as stated at their 
indigenous students personal info sheet (ISPI) 
and Semi Structure Interview, even tough some 
of them got problem in accommodation, 
transportation, or even the economic impact, but 
they can handle it well by the internal 
motivations from their parents and the external 
from their friends at the classroom 
environments.   
According to the interview most of the 
indigenous students have their specific problems 
in learning process whether in came from their 
internal or external motivation, but the way they 
solve the problem were to cover their 
weaknesses with their capabilities, so the 
internal and external motivation will collaborate 
in perfect harmony to get learning achievements 
with highly satisfactory. 
Suggestion 
The writer suggestions in this research based 
on the fact and writer observation to the 
indigenous students, not only to the academic 
year 2016/2017, but also 2012, 2013, and so on, 
the major problem of the indigenous students are 
about lack of confidence and the inferior feelings 
in motivations, apparently it affects them 
because they felt could not compete to the others 
students especially from the capital city area 
which is supported by good environment and 
facilities, so that’s why many of them decided to 
stop at the first, third or fifth semesters. 
in order to get confidence in learning 
process, it suggested that the indigenous students 
internal and external motivations should 
supports each other, whenever there is a 
weakness at the internal or external factors, they 
need to cover up with other advantages, and the 
more important is, we need to set their mind 
open and welcome to everyone and put aside if 
there is any opinion to be a lack of confidence or 
inferior students, as stated by almost all the 
indigenous students sample the key of their 
success in learning is group work with others 
students so they can complete one to another, as 
one of the indigenous students sample says: in 
order to get better achievements in learning, the 
motivations as the indigenous students that 
always should be put in their mind is, the 
indigenous students have the same rights with 
the others students to get better educations, for 
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